Grace Oasis
Letting Go Of Resentments - Lesson 2

Love Your Enemies 

Letting Go Of Resentments - Lesson 2
2 Corinthians 5:15-17—And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!

Part of recovery means changing the way we relate to other people in our lives.  Like Step 12 says, “Having had a spiritual awakening as a result of these steps, we tried to carry this message to alcoholics…”  Instead of seeing them as drinking buddies or people who owed us money or people who make us so mad we HAVE to drink, now we’re seeing them as fellow sufferers who might be freed the same as we’ve been freed.  Before we just wanted to take; now we find ourselves wanting to give back.

Before, we thought it was okay to be good to people who were good to us and be bad to people who treated us bad.  But as we awaken spiritually we starting to look past what people deserve and look to what they actually NEED from us.  Jesus said, in Luke 6:27-31, "But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.”

Now notice: Jesus said, “Love your enemies.”  He DIDN’T say, “Pretend they’re not your enemies.”  He meant for us to love our enemies for who they are: our enemies.  Love for your enemies is going to be different from love for your friends.  So how do we love the unlovable?

How is love going to show up differently in different situations for different people?

· How is love for a scammer going to be different from love for a truly needy person?

· How is love for a person who is seeking recovery going to be different from someone who is actively using?

· How is love for someone who is delusional going to be different from love for someone who’s drunk?

How else do you see God calling on you to be discerning in love? 
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