












Have you heard the saying “Whatever doesn’t kill me,
will make me stronger?”  People in institutions who are
hurting seem to identify with this phrase.  Many feel the
looming shadow of death.  Some are in pain and fearful
of the future.  Most are facing the loss of their freedom
and independence, a major change in life, as they know
it.  A hope is that good could come from the pain.

One of the blessings of serving the Lord by teaching
others is that the teacher gets to learn.  Often, God
gives the teacher new insight even from the Biblical
accounts you’ve heard and read many times.  Indeed, as
our lives change, God’s Word applies to our lives in
new and different ways.  

I observed this as I was talking to a teen boy, Joe.  From
the report of the psychiatric nurse, the charges against
this boy were very serious.  He was accused of doing
things to other children that would shock even the most
seasoned professional counselor.  But Joe professed his
innocence.  He claimed faith in Jesus as his Savior.  Joe
said that he wasn’t worried about the accusations
because, “God knew the truth and would work it out.”

JESUS KNOWS THE TRUTH 
I didn’t know what to think or believe.  Perhaps the
accusing children were making up some terrible,
potentially life-altering lies about Joe and he truly was
an innocent victim.  If this were the case, it would take
God’s help to avoid doing time because of the lies.  Or,
Joe truly had brutally hurt innocent victims.  If this 
was the case, he should have had a terribly aching
conscience.  I was glad that I was not the judge who
had to determine the truth.  I took comfort in the fact
that Jesus knows the truth.  

Joe and I regularly read God’s Word together.  One
week, I read the story of the sinful woman who was
brought to Jesus.  We didn’t go into detail about the
crime, that wasn’t important.  Instead, the important 
verse was, “The teachers of the law and the Pharisees 

brought in a
woman caught
in adultery.” (Jn.

8:3) The teachers
and Pharisees
brought the
woman to Jesus
to trick the Savior.
Their accusations
could have resulted
in the stoning of
the woman to
death.  But what
really happened?  They brought the woman to Jesus
and He was able to offer her forgiveness and peace.
She was urged to sin no more.  Jesus answered the
accusing mob’s conniving intentions with wisdom and
grace.  The woman was brought to Jesus.  She now had
a new relationship with God.  Evil did not win and
Jesus used the difficult situation to bring the woman
eternal blessings.

Many things can lead us to Jesus, including negative
things like fear, pain and confusion.  But praise God
even in the time of trouble.  Evil cannot separate us
from God; that is His promise.

JOE TEACHES THE TEACHER 
After we talked about the story, Joe told me that there
are times the devil tries to lie to him to get him to think
that God is far away. What a blessing for Joe – and
each of us - to know that God is always near. The Holy
Spirit is there for us even in the time of great trouble.

Whatever comes of Joe’s case, I pray that it will be fair
and just. I pray that his difficult situation will turn into
eternal good for Joe and others according to God’s
plan. May Joe and his accusers, like the
sinful woman, be brought closer to Jesus.

Deaconess Sarah Owens

7

BRINGING JOE
TO JESUS

Deaconess Owens works with children and teens
in the Milwaukee County Children’s Court Center,
in the Behavioral Health Treatment Center and
various other institutions throughout the state.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CHAPLAIN KEN WENZEL
He was recently awarded the “UWCH Gold Star,” given by

the University of Wisconsin Children’s Hospital for

outstanding care of patients and their families.  Chaplain

Wenzel was very positively mentioned in the Press Ganey

survey of patients and their parents at the hospital.

ANOTHER RETIREMENT AT WLIM
Pastor David (Digger) Tetzlaff has announced to the Board

of Directors that he intends to retire on June 30, 2007, the

same date that veteran Chaplain Ken Lenz is retiring.  How

WLIM has been blessed with faithful, dedicated and

knowledgeable chaplains in Pastors Tetzlaff, Lenz and

Stern (who retired on Dec. 31, 2006).  May the Lord bless

all three of these men in their retirements!

WLIM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Officers for 2007 were elected at a recent board meeting.

The new chairman is Rev. Richard Waldschmidt, associate

pastor of St. Jacobi Ev. Lutheran Church in Greenfield, 

WI.  Vice chairman is Mr. Steven Schultz who serves at

Faith Lutheran School, Antioch, IL.  Secretary is Mr.

Donald Zastrow of Hartford, WI and treasurer is Mr.

George Schaser of Greendale, WI.  Two new board

members were welcomed to the board:  Pastor Mark

Albrecht, associate pastor of St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran

Church, Winneconne, WI and Pastor Paul Steinberg,

associate pastor of Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church,

Medford, WI.

THRIVENT GIVINGPLUS GIFTS
Thank you to the many WLIM supporters who completed

the GivingPlus form and had their gifts to WLIM matched,

$.50 on the $1 up to $600 per donor.  A total of $18,577.50

was received in matching GivingPlus funds last year.  

With your help, that amount could grow in 2007.  

Need a GivingPlus form?  Call the WLIM office

at 414-259-8122.




