

















GRACE OASIS -
OUT OF OUR COMFORT ZONE

Shortly after WLIM began “Grace Oasis,” WLIM’s
weekly support group meetings for persons in recovery;,
we read a request for help. Volunteers were being asked
to visit Grace Oasis on Friday evenings to befriend those
who would come to Salem Ev. Lutheran Church on the
east side of Milwaukee for the Grace Oasis program. At
first, this was out of our comfort zone, but we were
willing to try to help. We were working full-time but were
available on Friday evenings and we did not have to visit
every week. Also, though we lived in a farming area over
50 miles from Milwaukee, we were willing to drive that
distance into the city.

THE LORD WILL HELP AND PROVIDE GUIDANCE

We began by going one Friday night a month to spend an
evening with the few people that showed up. (Attendance
was low in the first months). We didn’t really know what
to expect since this was our first involvement with
something like this. We were convinced that the Lord
would provide help and guidance and that He wanted us
to do this ministry. At first, before we became acquainted
with those who attended, it was hard to know what to say
and what questions to ask. We would pray during the
hour-long drive that He would give us the right words to
say. He always did. Many in attendance had and are
living very difficult lives. We learned to do a lot of
listening. The attendees needed someone with whom to
share their losses and triumphs. We spent time with them,
learned about their lives, played dominoes or other games,
and joined in the Bible study and singing. We learned
patience. Some stopped coming for a time but we would
continue to pray for them and hoped that we would see
them again. Some did return.

AFTER 10 YEARS WE HAVE A NEW COMFORT ZONE

As the program expanded, Pastor Phil Merten realized that
there was a need to provide food for the body as well as
food for the soul. An evening meal is now being served
before the Bible study and singing. It’s been over ten
years since we’ve begun volunteering at Grace Oasis.
We’ve become “regulars” and many of the attendees really
look forward to our visits and enjoy the meals that we
help to provide. We get a warm welcome as soon as we
drive up. People usually stand outside, just waiting for us

to arrive.
Everyone is
eager to help us
unload our van.
We are
encouraged by
those who are
returning on a
regular basis as we
can see how their
faith is growing
and their lives are
becoming more
stable through the
study study of God’s
Word. How we
rejoice with them when they find and hold regular jobs.
It’s great to see how, as their lives become more stable,
they are eager to help at Grace Oasis. They appreciate the
help given to them and want to help others in return. We
have told many about this ministry and some friends now
join us on our treks down to Grace Oasis from “up north”
or the “Mayville” group as our friends at Grace Oasis call
us. Word has spread among congregations in our area and
we get many inquiries as to what we need to continue the
ministry. We have been blessed with cash contributions,
food, clothing and, most of all, prayers.

BY HELPING OTHERS, OUR PRAYERS ARE ANSWERED

We continue to pray for jobs, for recovery from illnesses,
and for housing for the friends we have made at Grace
Oasis, but especially for growth in the knowledge of God’s
love, care and forgiveness. We rejoice with them as their
prayers are answered. They also remember us on their
prayer lists when we share personal troubles or illnesses.
We began this ministry thinking that we could give of
ourselves and our time to help with this program of
recovery, but we have received blessings far greater than
than the time and effort we have given. God has blessed
us with many new friends, strengthened our faith, and
shown us what great things He can accomplish. To Him
be the glory!

Don and Diane Zastrow,
WLIM Lay Volunteers

(Don also serves on the
WLIM Board of Directors.)
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OUR MISSION

k& 1o share God's law and the
saving Gospel of Jesus Christ
with all individuals who are or

have been institutionalized,
and their families. 7?

WOW! WHAT A RIDE

“Wow, what a ride!” As | look back
to July in 1971 when | was installed
as a chaplain with WLIM, | can’t
help but look back and think “Wow,
what a ride.” How the Lord was with
me as | traveled to hospitals, prisons,
jails, detention centers, child and
adolescent center, nursing homes,
and retirement centers. 1 visited with
so many who did not know Jesus or
the message of forgiveness and
salvation. As | met with the sick, the
imprisoned, the young and the old,
you can imagine the heartache, the
depression, the loneliness and the
despair. My visits had the goal of
helping them learn salvation and the
hope of heaven by grace through
faith in Jesus Christ.

| always knew the Lord was with me.
By God’s grace, | hope to see in
heaven thousands to whom | was able
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to minister. | hope to see Hank. |
knew Hank for the over 25 years he
was in prison after his conviction for
multiple murders. With great joy |
confirmed him in the prison chapel
after several years of careful
instruction in God’s Word and
Lutheran doctrine. | saw tears of
relief as he confessed Jesus as his
Savior. Hank is still in prison and
probably will die in prison. It will be
a joyful reunion with him in heaven.

Now, in retirement, | hope to slow
down but enjoy my hobby of making
jewelry. Though I have certainly
struggled and stumbled along the way
and though I may be somewhat
battered and wrinkled, | look back
and say, “Wow, what ride!”

As | retire from WLIM, | extend my
sincere thanks to the many fellow
Christians who have served on the
various WLIM boards, fellow staff
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members, hundreds of volunteers,
many friends and my dear wife who
were so helpful and encouraging all
these years. 1 also include the
unnumbered thousands | have been
privileged to serve and to all of you
who have prayed for me and have
provided the financial support
allowing WLIM’s ministries to
continue.

Above all I want to thank my
gracious Lord and His guardian
angels who have made all these
years with WLIM possible.
“Wow, what a ride!”

Chaplain Ken Lenz

Chaplain Lenz and his
wife Adele will continue
to live in Colgate, Wl in

their retirement.





